VIKING MIDDENS
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it 1,000 years later, it was still stinky! They knew it
would tell them a lot about the past.

SUCHA DUMP

The Jorvik midden was
next to a river called
the Ouse. Before all the
rubbish decayed, wet
soil “mummified” and
preserved it instead!
Here are some of the
things that got buried.
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When Vikings lived in Jorvik (present day York, UR) they
threw everything they didn’t want into one nasty pile
known as a midden. When archaeologists stumbled upon

POO... OR TREASURE?

The midden contained the biggest fossilised human poo
ever discovered. It revealed that Vikings’ bodies were infested
with thousands of itchy parasites, including worms that
wriggle out of your nose and eyes!

DIGGING IT UP

When archaeologists

dug up the Jorvik midden,
the smell was horrendous!
But they kept on digging
because the things they
found were amazing:
40,000 mummified
objects!




Does pooing have to be a solitary thing? Most of us spend more
P than 90 minutes each week on the toilet. That adds up to about
256 days of our lives! As a result, some cultures decided that
toilet time was better spent together.
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Cowboys built all kinds of group Tall sunflowers we
toilets. North Americans name planted around th
them for how many seats they had toilets for privacy, s
(two-holer, three-holer, four-holer), when cowboys had to

go, they'd just loo
around for sunflowers.

Australians called them dunnies,
and South Americiaang uchos
called them letrinas. [

OKAY, ALL -
DONE. NOW YOU

CAN USE THIS
SPONGE!

There are stories of sea snakes biting
people’s bums through the toilets,
and once even an octopus emerged!

Wise cowboys took
sticks with them to

sweep for venomous
snakes and spiders.

Before using shared sea sponges to wipe their bums, Romans would stick

the sponges in the little trough of water by their toes to “clean” them. *

A corn on the cob was the
~ wiping implement of choice.
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THE WORST JOB IN THE WORLD?

One of the top jobs in all of England
used to be the Groom of the Stool.
You watched Queen Elizabeth | poo
into her fancy close stool, then
handed her a cloth to wipe. It was
your job to clean up afterwards too!

AROYAL

FLUSH o

Have you ever thought of your poos
as wonderful, precious things? Rings
and queens across the world wanted

everyone to believe that their poos

were as maghnificent as they were.

Naturally, those special poos called

for special toilets — simple privies
and shared rooms wouldn’t do.
Instead, royals did their business
in very posh containers called
“close stools”.

LOUIS XIV

People from all over the
world wanted to meet Ring
Louis of France. But when
they did, he just sat on his
throne... Turns out it was
actually a toilet, and he
spent the whole day pooing!

THE JAPANESE TALE OF THE SHOGUN'S STOOL

This folk story was told to show how much people used to
honour shoguns - Japanese warrior kings. Do you think it’s true?

Two hundred years ago, a powerful shogun
was hunting with his friends in a forest.

“It’s that special time, everyone!” he said.
But his friends had forgotten his close stool.
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He rushed to a nearby village, but those
lowly peasants only had privies!
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He pulled down his trousers and pooed
right in the middle of the floor, then left!

Instead, the shogun walked into the best
house in the village hoping for a miracle.
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Everyone in the village honoured the
poo forever after!




SURELY
NOBODY
WILL EVER

I ALSO FORGET TO

INVENTED A PUT THIS

MUCH BETTER SEAT BACK
FLUSH! DOWN.

SOME FANCY
FOLK LIKE MY
TOILET BETTER

BECAUSE

IT'S SILENT!
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WEE POWER

When you don'’t have
water pipes or electricity,
a toilet that turns wee
into power can feel like
magic. One invention
creates electricity with
every flush. Other toilets
can power lights for
a building - or even
a whole village!

NANO MEMBRANE TOILETS

This amazing invention doesn’t
need pipes, water, or power.
A spinning toilet bowl separates
poo from wee, turns the wee into
clean water (which can be used
to do the laundry), and
burns the poo to create
enough electricity to
charge your phone!

SMART TOILETS

Smart toilets can
recognise different
bums and keep track
of how long it takes
for you to... ahem...
relieve yourself. They
can even tell what's
inside each poo,
which might help to
diagnose diseases.
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