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The 18 and 16 centuries were times of great insecurity across h . ' S L - :
the world. In Tudor England, spies were kept busy foiling plots V 4 4 . -
against the King or Queen. No one was safe from prying eyes - | 4 " .

it became impossible to know who you could trust.

SPYMASTER GENERAL

Spymaster supremo, Sir Francis Walsingham
had agents everywhere. In 15686, he foiled a plot against
Queen Elizabeth | by supporters of her rival, Mary Queen of Scots.
Mary’s secret letters were smuggled in and out of her house in beer
barrels. By intercepting these barrels and forging their own letters,
Walsingham's spies were able to discover
who the plotters were.

lvan himself had a silver
replica of a dog's head
with a jaw that opened
and closed in time with
his horse’s hooves.

AZTEC ESPIONAGE

Aztec spies were hicknamed ‘mice’ because they scurried
about secretly. The mice disguised themselves as merchants
and travelled long distances gathering intelligence for the
emperor. It was a high-risk job. Back home, spies were
treated as superstars and rewarded with warrior
status and costly gifts, such as gold lip-plugs.

When the Spanish, led by Hernan
Cortés , conquered the Aztecs in 1521,
they were helped by a local woman
known as La Malinche. Officially,
she worked as their interpreter.
Unofficially, she was a spy.



SUPER SPY
George Washington was the leader
of the Continental Army fighting for

the colonies. He later became the
first president of the USA.

A

.&@ -~
@._ A brilliant solider, he 'r?“

' was also a master of ( f”

N espionage, using spies

_ to uncover British
: secrets and spread
. false information,

or fake news.
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SPY FACT
The first aerial

surveillance vehicle
was launched in 1861 by
balloonist Thaddeus Lowe.
His hot-air balloon had
an attached telegraph
cable and a spy
glass (telescope).



