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Meet Long John McRon 
            Ship’s Cook.

A most unlikely babysitter . . . 

Long John McRon and his wild crew are 

about to transform a perfectly ordinary 

evening into a riotous adventure  

beneath a pirate moon – with the help  

of a very unusual recipe.

Pirate Stew! Pirate Stew! 
Pirate Stew for me and you!

Marvellously silly and gloriously  

entertaining, this tale of babysitting  

pirates, flying ships, moonlit donut  

feasts and the legendary pirate stew  

is told in irresistible, swashbuckling  

rhyme by Neil Gaiman (Sea-Shantier- 

in-Chief), with a hoard of dazzling  

piratical pictures by Chris Riddell  

(Ship’s Cartographer).

Climb aboard, me hearties!
 

NEIL GAIMANNEIL GAIMAN   
has written highly acclaimed books for both  

children and adults and is the first author to 

have won both the Carnegie and Newbery  

Medals for the same work – The Graveyard Book. 

Many of his books, including Coraline and  

Stardust, have been made into films;  

Neverwhere has been adapted for TV and radio,           

and American Gods and Good Omens have been 

adapted into major TV series. He has also  

written two episodes of Doctor Who and  

appeared in The Simpsons as himself.

CHRIS RIDDELL CHRIS RIDDELL 
is a much-loved illustrator and acclaimed  

political cartoonist. He has won the Costa 

Children’s Book Award, the Nestlé Gold  

Award, and is the only artist to have won  

the Kate Greenaway Medal three times,  

most recently for his illustrations in The Sleeper 

and the Spindle. He was Waterstones Children’s  

Laureate from 2015 to 2017 and has illustrated 

the work of many celebrated children’s  

authors, including Neil Gaiman and  

J.K. Rowling. He is the author of the best- 

selling Goth Girl and Ottoline series and  

co-creator of The Edge Chronicles.

Pirate Stew! Pirate Stew! 
Pirate Stew for me and you! 

Pirate Stew! Pirate Stew! 
Eat it and you won’t be blue.

You can be a pirate too!

A joyful, funny feast of a story, with all  

the ingredients of a book you’ll read  

and love forever.  

From Carnegie and Newbery Medal-winner 

Neil Gaiman and Greenaway  

Medal-winner Chris Riddell.

£12.99

NEIL GNEIL GAAIMIMAANN  
ILLUSTRATED BYILLUSTRATED BY  

CHRIS RIDDELLCHRIS RIDDELL
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For two pirates-in-training:  
Myra the Bold and  
Sterling the Brave    

N.G. 

For Lyra 
C.R. 
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Pirate Stew! Pirate Stew! 
Pirate Stew for me and you! 

The night my mum and dad went out 

I said, “We won’t be babysat!”

They said, “You must not grump and pout.

We’re going out and that is that.

We’ve planned a quite exciting night:

At first we’ll dine by candlelight,

then watch a most instructive show

in which we’ll learn how flowers grow.

You have to promise to behave.”

Then from the hall there came a pitter-

thump. “We know you’ll both be brave. 

Say hello to your babysitter.”
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His hair was grey. His face was scarred.

Right leg a peg, left hand a hook.

He grinned a grin and said, “My card.”

It read,

         Long John McRon 
             Ship’s Cook.
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My mum and dad said, “Time to run.

Mr McRon is going to feed you.”

Long John said, “Mateys, you have fun 

and we will call you if we need you. 

Which we will not.” 

                  So off they zoomed.
           My sister whispered, 

                   “We are doomed.”


