


First published in the UK in 2022 
First published in the US in 2022

by Faber and Faber Limited  
Bloomsbury House,  

74–77 Great Russell Street,  
London WC1B 3DA

Text © Alex English, 2022   
Illustrations © Pauline Gregory, 2022 

Designed by Faber and Faber
HB ISBN 978–0–571–35276–0 
PB ISBN 978–0–571–35277–7

All rights reserved
Printed in

2 4 6 8 10 9 7 5 3 1
The moral rights of Alex English and Pauline Gregory have been asserted

A CIP record for this book is available from the British Library

The sky was dark. The moon was bright.  
	 ‘It’s	bedtime,’	Mummy	said.

So I grabbed my book  
and teddy bear and 
ran upstairs to bed. 

Faber has published children’s books since 1929. T. S. Eliot’s Old Possum’s 
Book of Practical Cats and Ted Hughes’ The Iron Man were amongst the first. 
Our catalogue at the time said that ‘it is by reading such books that children 
learn the difference between the shoddy and the genuine’. We still believe in 
the power of reading to transform children’s lives. All our books are chosen 
with the express intention of growing a love of reading, a thirst for knowledge 
and to cultivate empathy. We pride ourselves on responsible editing. Last but 
not least, we believe in kind and inclusive books in which all children feel 

represented and important. 

For Freddie  
and George, A.E.

Especially for Ryan,  
you’re	one	of	a	kind.	 

All my love, P.G.



But suddenly I heard an EEK, a TAP TAP on the pane.
A tiny little monkey face was peering through the rain.

I’m	sure	my	mum	won’t	mind,	I	thought.	He’s	really	very	small.
One tiny pygmy marmoset could do no harm at all . . .



. . . so I let him in the window, and we ‘It’s	bedtime,’	called	my	mummy.	‘Please	come	and	wash	your	face.’
 But the marmoset swung down the stairs and off I ran in chase.

We counted stars and raced my cars and balanced on  

bo
unced on all the beds.

our  
heads!


