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BRISTOL EVENING POST, 19TH JULY 1843

THE SHIP OF DREAMS SETS SAIL!

 
THEY CALL HER 'THE SHIP OF DREAMS'. The men 
who built her call her 'the Mammoth.' Others are calling her 
‘the greatest experiment since the Creation’. But her name 
is the Steamship Great Britain. And today thousands 
gathered to see her maiden voyage from Bristol’s harbourside.

She is the largest, fastest, lightest ship the world has ever 
seen, and a credit to the man behind her:  Isambard Kingdom 
Brunel, the most famous British 
engineer of our time, as daring as the 
ship herself, rapidly making a name 
for himself, despite his shortness of 
stature, as a giant of the Victorian age.

Brunel said: ‘I put so much care 
into this ship, I believe she will last 
for ever, and never tire, never hesitate, 
never break.’

STARBOARD_ins pgs.indd   11 01/03/2021   16:55



STARBOARD_ins pgs.indd   12 01/03/2021   16:55



- 13 -

THE SAILING TIMES, 19th JULY 1970

SHIP OF DREAMS RETURNS TO BRISTOL 

A BROKEN WRECK

How the mighty have fallen. The once celebrated 

SS Great Britain, at one time the world’s largest, most 

glamorous ocean liner, has returned to the docks 

of Bristol a shadow of her former self. Eighty years  

of neglect and mistreatment have left her broken, 

mutilated, nearly done for.

The engineer behind her, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, 

is long dead. She also came close to a lonely death in a 

watery grave out in the Falkland Islands. Only the efforts 

of a few saved her from certain ruin, and brought her 

home. But it was a sorry ship that returned back to the 
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very city that had seen her built with such love and care.

It is hoped that she can now be repaired, and one 

day opened to the public as a museum ship on Bristol’s 

harbourside, for children and adults alike to visit. But one 

thing is certain: after going round the world thirty-three 

times, her travelling days are over.

Surely.
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/,.(�$�/27�RI�SHRSOH��.LUVWHQ�%UDPEOH�KDG�QR� LGHD�ZKDW�

ZDV�PLVVLQJ�IURP�KHU�OLIH�XQWLO�WKH�PRPHQW�VKH�FDPH�IDFH�

WR�IDFH�ZLWK�LW��%XW�LW�ZDVQ¶W�KHU�XVXDO�VRUW�RI�DFFHVVRU\��OLNH�

D�GHOLFDWH�EUDFHOHW�RU�D�WLQ\�EDFNSDFN��,W�ZDVQ¶W�SRFNHW�VL]HG��

IRU�VWDUWHUV�

,W�ZDV�D�VKLS�

$�ELJ��ROG��JOHDPLQJ�VKLS�

$Q�LURQ�VKLS��

$QG�LW�WXJJHG�DW�.LUVWHQ¶V�KHDUW�OLNH�D�PDJQHW�

1RUPDOO\�� ZKHQ� .LUVWHQ� VDZ� VRPHWKLQJ� EHDXWLIXO�

WKDW� VKH� OLNHG�� VKH� ERXJKW� LW�� 8S� XQWLO� UHFHQWO\�� WKDW��

KDG�EHHQ�HDV\� WR�GR�EHFDXVH� VKH�ZDV� D� UHDOLW\�79�VWDU��

$� PXFK�ORYHG� RQH�� ZLWK� D� JOLWWHULQJ� 79� FDUHHU� DKHDG�

RI� KHU� VWLOO� �GHVSLWH� ZKDW� VRPH� SHRSOH� ZHUH� VD\LQJ��

DQG� D� JHQHURXV� SRFNHW�PRQH\� DOORZDQFH�� �3HUKDSV��

QRW� DV� JHQHURXV� DV� LW� KDG� RQFH� EHHQ� DGPLWWHGO\�� EXW�

.LUVWHQ� KDG� D� SODQ� WR� IL[� DOO� WKDW�� VR� HYHU\WKLQJ� ZDV�

WRWDOO\�ILQH���

%XW�WKLV�VKLS�ORRNHG�RXW�RI�UHDFK��6KH�ZDVQ¶W�VXUH�LW�ZDV�
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HYHQ� IRU� VDOH��<HW�KHU�KDQGV� WZLWFKHG�D� OLWWOH�ZLWK�DOO� WKH�

ZDQWLQJ�

7KH� VKLS¶V� QDPH� ZDV� WKH�66� Great Britain�� .LUVWHQ�
KDG� WKRXJKW� WKLV� ZDV� TXLWH� IXQQ\� EDFN� DW� VFKRRO�� ZKHQ�

0UV�:DOLD��KHU�FODVV�WHDFKHU��KDQGHG�RXW�VKHHWV�H[SODLQLQJ�

ZKHUH�WKH\�ZHUH�JRLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�QH[W�VFKRRO�WULS��

7KH�6666�Great Britain"�VKH¶G�WKRXJKW��:H¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�

VHH�D�VQDNH"

%XW�0UV�:DOLD�KDG�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�SURQRXQFHG�(VV�

(VV�Great Britain��DQG�WKH�µ6¶V�VWRRG�IRU�6WHDP�6KLS��DQG�

WKHUH�ZHUH�QR�VQDNHV�LQYROYHG��6KH�VDLG�WKH�VKLS�ZDV�IXOO�RI�

KLVWRU\��DQG�KDG�EHHQ�URXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�ORDGV��DQG�QRZ�VKH�

ZDV�D�PXVHXP�VKLS��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�JRLQJ�WR�H[SORUH�KHU��

.LUVWHQ¶V� FODVV�ERDUGHG� WKH� VFKRRO� FRDFK�DQG�DQ�KRXU�

ODWHU�WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�D�FDU�SDUN�E\�WKH�KDUERXUVLGH��:KHQ�VKH�

JRW�RXW�RI�WKH�FRDFK��.LUVWHQ�VDZ�VRPHWKLQJ�JOHDPLQJ�DQG�

PDVVLYH�MXVW�EH\RQG�D�JDWH�DQG�KHU�KHDUW�EHDW�IDVWHU��HYHQ�

WKHQ�

7KH�EDFN�RI�WKH�VKLS�IDFHG�WKH�FDU�SDUN�DQG�WKH�WLFNHW�

RIILFH�� 7KH�RQO\�ZD\� WR�DSSURDFK� LW� ZDV� WKURXJK� WKH�JLIW�

VKRS��6R��ZKHQ�\RX�ILUVW�FDPH�IDFH�WR�IDFH�ZLWK�WKH�VKLS��LW�

ZDV�DFWXDOO\�IDFH�WR�ERWWRP��%XW�HYHQ�WKDW�ZDV�D�WKLQJ�RI�

EHDXW\�

:K\� ZHUH� JROGHQ� XQLFRUQV� VWXFN� RQ� WR� WKH� VKLS¶V�

EDFNVLGH"�:KR�NQHZ"�7KH\�ORRN�ZRQGHUIXO��WKRXJKW�.LUVWHQ�
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%UDPEOH��ZDONLQJ�XQGHUQHDWK�WKHP��LPDJLQLQJ�VKH�DOPRVW�

VDZ�RQH�RI�WKHP�JLYH�D�SURXG�VQRUW�

7KH�VKLS�UHVWHG�RQ�D�WKLFN�SDQH�RI�JODVV�WKDW� ORRNHG�D�

OLWWOH�OLNH�ZDWHU��$QG�LW�VKRQH�LQ�WKH�VXQ�OLNH�D�KXJH�EODFN�

VZDQ�

.LUVWHQ�VORZO\�ZDONHG�URXQG�WKH�OHIW�VLGH�RI�WKH�VKLS��,W�

UDGLDWHG� D�P\VWHULRXV�SRZHU�� ,W�PDGH�KHU� VWRS�ZDONLQJ�� ,W�

PDGH�KHU�KROG�KHU�EUHDWK��+HU�H\HV�FRXOGQ¶W�SURSHUO\�WDNH�LW�

LQ�DOO�DW�RQFH��+HU�H\HV�IHOW�XWWHUO\�XVHOHVV��HYHQ�WKRXJK�VKH�

KDG�WZR�RI�WKHP��7ZR�ZHUHQ¶W�QHDUO\�HQRXJK�WR�VHH�WKLV�VKLS�

SURSHUO\��6KH�ZDQWHG�WR�ORRN�DW�LW�IRU�HYHU��(YHQ�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�

WKDW��VKH�VXVSHFWHG�VKH�ZRXOGQ¶W�EH�TXLWH�ILQLVKHG�

,W�ZDV�VR�JORVV\��,W�VHHPHG�WR�GULQN�LQ�DOO�WKH�OLJKW�DURXQG�

LW�DQG�UDGLDWH�LW�EDFN�VR�WKDW�LW�ZDV�SUDFWLFDOO\�JORZLQJ��+HU�

ILQJHUV�WZLWFKHG�DJDLQ��.LUVWHQ�ORRNHG�DURXQG��$OO�RI�KHU�

FODVVPDWHV�KDG�JRQH�RQ�DKHDG��1RQH�RI�WKHP�KDG�ZDLWHG�

IRU�KHU��6KH� ORRNHG�EDFN�XS�DW� WKH� VKLS¶V� VKLQ\�KXOO� DQG�

VLJKHG�

+HU�WKRXJKWV�ZHUH�LQWHUUXSWHG�E\�WKH�VRXQG�RI�VRPHRQH�

FRXJKLQJ��µ/RRNV�OLNH�\RX¶YH�JRW�LW�DOPRVW�DV�EDGO\�DV�PH�¶�

VDLG�D�VKRUW�PDQ�DEUXSWO\��µ0DUYHOORXV��LVQ¶W�VKH"¶

µ6KH"¶�VDLG�.LUVWHQ��VSLQQLQJ�URXQG�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�PDQ��

:KHUH�KDG�KH�FRPH�IURP"�+H�KDGQ¶W�EHHQ�WKHUH�D�PRPHQW�

DJR�

µ2K�\HV�¶�KH�VDLG��VWDULQJ�DW�.LUVWHQ�ZLWK�GDUN��FOHYHU�H\HV��
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µ6KH�� ,W¶V�WKH�ILUVW�DQG�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�OHVVRQ�RI�VHDIDULQJ��

DOO�VKLSV�DUH�VKH��$QG�WKLV�RQH��,¶P�VXUH�\RX¶OO�DJUHH��LV�PRUH�

VKH�WKDQ�PRVW��$OO�������WRQV�RI�KHU�¶

µ5LJKW�¶�VKH�VWDPPHUHG��µ8P��KDYH�ZH�PHW�EHIRUH"¶

7KH�PDQ�KDG�D� IDFH� VKH�FRXOG�KDYH� VZRUQ� VKH¶G� VHHQ�

VRPHZKHUH�� ,W� ZDV� KLV� H\HEURZV� DQG� VLGHEXUQV�� 1RW� WR�

PHQWLRQ� KLV� WDOO� EODFN� KDW�� 9HU\� IDPLOLDU�� +H� ORRNHG�

VLJQLILFDQW��+H�JODQFHG�DW�KHU��DQG�.LUVWHQ�KDG�D�VHQVH�RI�

IHURFLRXV�GDULQJ��

µ+DYH�ZH�PHW"¶�KH�VDLG�� µ$Q\WKLQJ�LV�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�WKH�

ULJKW� FDOFXODWLRQV�� ,� GRQ¶W� OLNH� WR� UXOH� DQ\WKLQJ� RXW�¶�+H�

WXFNHG�KLV�KDQGV�LQWR�WKH�SRFNHWV�RI�KLV�ZDLVWFRDW��URFNHG�

EDFN�RQ� VFXIIHG�EURZQ�ERRWV�DQG� ORRNHG�XS�DW� WKH� VKLS��

µ$OPRVW�DOLYH��LVQ¶W�VKH"¶

.LUVWHQ�VDLG�QRWKLQJ��EHFDXVH�WKDW�ZDV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�VKH¶G�

EHHQ� WKLQNLQJ�� 6KH� KDOI� H[SHFWHG� WR� VHH� WKH� VKLS¶V� VLGHV�

JHQWO\�PRYLQJ� LQ� DQG� RXW�� 7RJHWKHU�� VKH� DQG� WKH� IXQQ\��

VKRUW� OLWWOH�PDQ�JD]HG�DW�WKH�66�Great Britain� LQ�VLOHQW�
DSSUHFLDWLRQ�

,Q�WKH�SDJHV�RI�.LUVWHQ¶V�KLVWRU\�ERRN�LQ�FODVV��WKH�VKLS�

KDG� VHHPHG�±�ZHOO�±� DOPRVW�IRUJHWWDEOH�DQG�D�ELW�GXOO�� LI�

VKH�ZDV�KRQHVW��-XVW�D�EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�SKRWR�IURP�DQRWKHU�

FHQWXU\�ZDVKHG�XS�RQ� WKH�SDJH�� OLNH�GULIWZRRG� IURP� WKH�

SDVW��%XW�QRZ"�1RZ�WKDW�.LUVWHQ�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�VWDQGLQJ�E\�WKH�

VKLS�LWVHOI"�,W�VHHPHG�DOPRVW�LPSRVVLEOH�WKH�YHVVHO�LQ�IURQW�RI�
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KHU�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�RQH�LQ�WKH�ERRN�

7KH\�ZHUH� ERWK� EODFN� DQG�ZKLWH� ±� WKDW�ZDV� WUXH�� %XW�

WKLV�VKLS�KDG�D�JORVV\�EODFN�KXOO�WKDW�VKRQH�OLNH�VDWLQ��DQG�

D� GHOLFDWH�ZKLWH� WULP� WKDW�ZHQW� URXQG� KHU�PLGGOH� OLNH� D�

ULEERQ�� 7KH� VKLS� LQ� WKH�ERRN�ZDV� HDVLO\�KHOG�ZLWKLQ� WKH�

SKRWRJUDSK��%XW�LQ�UHDO�OLIH�VKH�ORRNHG�OLNH�QRWKLQJ�FRXOG�

HYHU�FRQWDLQ�KHU�DW�DOO�

7KHUH�ZHUH� VL[� WDOO�PDVWV� VWLFNLQJ� RXW� IURP�WKH� VKLS¶V�

KXJH�GHFN��7KH\�KDG�IODJV�VWUXQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKHP��$V�WKHVH�

IOXWWHUHG�DQG�IODSSHG�LQ�WKH�EUHH]H��LW�ZDV�KRQHVWO\�DV�LI�WKH�

VKLS�ZDV�WRVVLQJ�KHU�KDLU�DQG�SHHULQJ�DURXQG�IRU�VRPHRQH�

WR�GD]]OH�DQG�FKDUP�

7KLV�VKLS�VHHPHG�WR�IOLFN�DZD\�WKH�VKLS�LQ�WKH�ERRN�DV�

HDVLO\� DV� D� SDQWKHU� VZDWWLQJ� DZD\�D� IO\�� DV� LI� WR� VD\�� µ0H"�

+LVWRU\"�$UH�\RX�VXUH"¶
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