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A MESSAGE FROM CHICKEN HOUSE

elcome to Kory’s brilliantly illustrated world - an
ordinary town. Well, ordinary until kids begin to
disappear and 70 one seems to notice! Except, of course,

for our heroes — Levi and Kat — who bravely try and find out why
the kids are disappearing and where they go. This is one of the
best ‘movies’ I've ever read and I had to bring it to our readers
(that’s you). Oh, and it may be really, really scary but I promise
it’s all right at the end . .. (well, maybe .. .)

BARRY CUNNINGHAM
Publisher
Chicken House
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(‘\icteh 2 Palmer Street, Frome, Somerset BA11 1DS
O“Se www.chickenhousebooks.com
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To my mother, Patti Pedersen Merritt, former public school
teacher, who read me many books and filled my

childhood with wonderful memories.

Text © Kory Merritt 2020
lustrations © Kory Merritt 2020

First published in the United States by Clarion Books,
an imprint of HarperCollins Publishers LLC.
All rights reserved.
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v The shadows cleep closer,
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» Once we feared those shadows.
' Remember e

} % Yowve heard the sfories.

z Sovies of Monsters.

’ “PBogeys and boggarfs and bugbears, |
Waiting to spring from the darkness. f A
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74‘4, but thaf was long ago,

back when the WOocls Weve Sﬂl \NilC{
and the shadows uitamed .

\Ne ave safe vow.
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On Moncfa)/ Cindy Fogle
woke her parents at 2

a.m. with a scream.
= S

/]

= - '
Mr and Mrs Fogle found Cindy sitting bolt upright

in her bed, eyes wide and skin clammy. Night terrors,
figured Mrs Fogle. Cindy slept with her parents the rest
of the night.
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On qu?c{ ay Cindy woke at 1:45 a.m. She was hysterical
when her pareﬁts arrived to calm her.

She spent another restless night in her parents’ room,
babbling about the Really Tall Man.
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On Wec{ \(Lega( 'a>/ Cindy’s screams started shortly after
midnight. She begged to spend the night in her parents’ room
again.

Her room was bad.

SN

The curtains were bad.
X = : e
\\

Mr Fogle even checked under the bed. See? No monsters.
No “Really Tall Man”. Just a plush rabbit that Mr Fogle didn’t
remember buying.

At last her parents relented, and while Cindy snuggled
between them, Mr Fogle silently vowed this would be the final
time his daughter slept in their bed.
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On TF\W(S’J’&] Mrs Fogle was roused in the middle of
the night by a faint shuffling noise. She held her breath and

listened.

Silence.

Probably just the fridge or the water heater or one of many
strange house noises she noticed only at night. She fell back
into sleep.
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In the morning Mr and Mrs Fogle woke and went about
their business. They did not notice that Cindy was gone.

e illll (i |'||

Her room was empty. The speckled wallpaper, the pony
border, the Tinker Bell bed sheets, the toy chest, the clothes

that should have been hanging in the closet: gone.

No, not gone. More like never there to begin with. It was just
a spare room Mr Fogle had been planning to fill with a pool
table.
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And the family portrait hanging in the hall? Oh, that was

there. It showed Mr and Mrs Fogle holding hands and smiling.
No Cindy between them. Why should there be a Cindy? The
Fogles did not have a daughter.

And the school didn’t call wheﬁ |
Cindy failed to show. Why should
they? There was no Cindy Fogle in
their records.

Cindy?
Cindy who?
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