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Introduction 
Hello there! I’m Yassmin Abdel-Magied, 

and I’m so excited you’re reading this book. 

some people 

get access to 

a cable car.

others have to 

use the stairs.

Some people 

have their 

way blocked.



Each chapter in this book answers some of their 

The luckiest get 

a jetpack.

some people have 

to wear backpacks 

weighed down 

with lead.



about this book

Stand Up and Speak Out 

Against racism  is split into THREE Against racism  is split into THREE Against racism

main sections.



Other notes

 OK! You ready? 

Let’s get into it!





How 

racism 

start?



WHY DOES 
RACISM EXIST?C
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What are you talking about, 

Yassmin?! HoW does Whether 

people think I’m black or White or 

something else have anything 

to do With money?

 them, forcing them to work for free  them, forcing them to work for free 





The systems and attitudes that they put 

understanding 

of history

distribution 

of wealth

slavery
colonialism

seeds of racism 

planted hundreds of 

years ago . . .



attitudes passed 

down through each 

generation

many, many more 

issues  some big, some 

small, but all of them 

important

slavery and 

colonization went 

on for hundreds of 

years, so it will take 

us a while (and a lot of 

work) to undo it all. But 

that’s why we need your 

help to make things 

better!

racism 

today



did you know?did you know?



who has hundreds —  thousands —  of shoes, about 
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I'm afraid it's 

something a lot more 

serious than that . . .

Is that a board game?

Have you heard of 

the “scramble for 

africa”? 



belgium

autonomous regions 

a body of water

united kingdom

france

portugal

spain

italy

germany

things couldn’t just go back to how 
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did you know?did you know?

using them to benefit European and imperialist countries. 
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There are often more differences within a so-called 

racial group than between groups. For example, if 

you have European ancestry, you might have more 

in common genetically with an Asian person than 

another European. 

And did you know that many of the scientific 

studies that look into genetics have found that all people share over 

remember —  even if “race” 

isn’t real, racialization and racism 

do exist. but because the idea 

created by humans, human beings 

can get rid of it too.



Is racism 
different in 
every country?
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COLORISM

DOMINANT CULTURE 


