


It’s that guy again! 
Look at him pretending 
to write in his notebook.

Embarrassing.

Have you 
got a pen?

Steve Webb is an author and illustrator of 
middle grade, graphic novel and picture books. 
His first middle grade series was the 
magnificently bonkers Spangles McNasty. 
For younger readers he has written the 
fabulously silly picture book, Cows go BOO! 
and the rhythm and rhyme, syllable-tastic 
classic, Tanka Tanka Skunk. 
Steve lives on a muddy hill where he likes to 
bounce around on his mountainous bicycle.
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Steve Webb isn’t even real. 

He’s just an idea  
(a pretty bad one).  

We made him up.

HA-HA-HA!

HA-HA-HA!

Oofdee boofdee!*
*An exclamation meaning that a thing, anything at all (but usually food) is absolutely fabulous. 
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Hi, fans! and 
welcome to my new book.

A comic book drawn by these 
very flippers all about my own 
sweet selfie, superhero
PENG-TASTIC!

I thought we agreed on  
PENG-TASTIC- 
MOBILE?!  

SPANNER-VAN! After all, it is literally,  
full of Spanners. 

And I don’t just mean me, there 
are loads of spanners upstairs. There is no upstairs!

There is. I’ve made a few 
adjustments, look…

FLIP!FLIP!

FLOO
P!

FLOO
P!

POP
TOP

And me, 
Spanners, 
engineering 
genius!

And REALLY 
BAD DRiVER!

WHOA! 

Check out the new  

PENG-TASTIC 
-MOBILE!

I think you’ll find it’s called the 

Spanner-van!



What the 
flippers?!
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It has a secret 
basement upstairs.

What happened 
to the road?!

This is not how 
my book was 
supposed to start!

Let’s see …  
Air bags?  
Ejector 
seats?  
Snacks? 

VA
N

GU
ID

E

Will you stop reading and  
DO SOMETHING!

Well, fill me with rope and call me 
a ladder. When did you do that?

I couldn’t be away from 
home without my secret 
basement, could I?

Did you mention me yet? 
Secret Business, 
robotic sausage dog!

Will you watch 
where you’re going!

CRONK!CRONK!

FRUNDLE!FRUNDLE!

TRRROOP!
TRRROOP!

AGHHHH!
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I LOVE 
READING!  

It’s FACT books, 
not fat books.  
AND YOU KNOW IT!

I made this 
camper van 
floaty-boaty-
submarine!  

Submarine? 

If you insist!

Ha-ha, 
ha-ha!

This is not the 
time for your 
appalling jokes!

What does this do?

SPLASH DOWN

SUB

Did you 
mention 
that yet?

Especially  
FAT BOOKS!

Fat books.  
you’re funny! 

EEEP!EEEP!

 KER– KER–
SPLOOSH!
SPLOOSH!

SHLI
NG!

SHLI
NG!

FLUMP!
FLUMP!
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This has been quite an 
exciting start to your book. 

Better than 
usual, I’d say.

You’re doing it now.

I’m doing the 
introduction! 

Well, you do tend to go 
on a bit at the start.

Better than usual?! 

I do NOT  
go on a bit!

Now, if you don’t mind,  
could I please get on with it.

I won’t say another word.

FOOP!FOOP!
ZIP!ZIP!

ZOP!ZOP!

TWANG!
TWANG!
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Apart from those five words. Oh, and these, erm … nine. 
Oh, ten. I mean, eleven! 

The wind 
was what?

You know, Windy.  
I was doing describing words.

Please don’t. And it’s not that 
style of book anyway, is it?

It’s a 
graphic 
novel!

The wind was 
monkey mad and 
the rain bounced 
about like a million 
tiny kangaroos on 
a trampoline.

No . . . seventeen!

One of us is going on a bit, 
AND IT ISN’T ME!

It isn’t any of 
those things!

Hey, maybe 
I should do 
the start.  

Don’t you dare!

It was a dark and 
stormy night.
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Is it?! Where are 
all the graphs?  
I love maths!

Right,  
that’s it! 

GET OUT!

Get out?  
We’re underwater!

GET OUT OF MY BOOK!

I would if I could, but 
this is my submarine. 

Oh, brother.

I thought we agreed 
in your first book that 
we’re not related?

IT’S AN 
EXPRESSION!

Hello, Pizza 
Pete here. 

Hello.

We know, Petey. There’s only  
one other Peng-tastic superhero 
phone, and you have it.

It looks more 
like a toy walkie- 
talkie, if you  
ask me. 

It does, doesn’t it!

IT DOES NOT! 
Give that to me!

RING
-

RING
-

  RI
NG!

  RI
NG!




