THE LOST CITY OF CAHOKIA

In the 12th century, Cahokia, resting on the banks of the
Mississippi, was the heart of a culture that spread across what

is now the eastern United States. But the thriving city was .
The city covered 15 square km

mysteriously abandoned. Was the river itself to blame? with long avenves dotted with - o Forge B ke Up to 20,000 people lived in Cahokia and they all relied

| 120 mounds of shaped earth. The 4 e T i S on the river: fishing and building irrigation canals to water
tallest was over 30m high. {7 A e their crops
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Travelling the length of the United States, the Mississippi river
supplies water to millions of people, and it is home to more
than 1,000 animal species. When its source, Minnesota’s
Lake Itasca, freezes in winter, the river still flows from it, fed by
warm underground springs.

A droplet of water takes three months to journey from the
cold lake to the warm waters of the Gulf of Mexico. On our
journey, we'll discover stories of adventure and hardship,
music and mystery, and a lost city from long ago . . .
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HURRICANE KATRINA

In August 2005, a tropical storm tore across the river’s delta,
killing 1,464 people and causing damage costing $70 billion.
Hurricane Katrina destroyed the walls built to stop the river
overflowing, so much of New Orleans was flooded.
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