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The remarkable ancient kingdom of Egypt lasted for three thousand years: that’s far longer than 
the time between the birth of Jesus Christ and today. It began when mammoths still walked on our 
earth. The emperors of the Old Kingdom built the pyramids. The enormous pyramid of Khufu at Giza 
was originally an extraordinary 147 metres in height and was the tallest human-built structure for 
3,800 years! Over time, the Old Kingdom gave way to the Middle Kingdom and then, around 1570 BCE, to 
the New Kingdom. The first dynasty of the New Kingdom (the 18th Dynasty of Egypt) was the only 
one believed to have women rulers: Hatshepsut and Nefertiti. around 1350 BCE, Egyptian art adopted  

a new style, a new religion and a new capital city under the rule of Akhenaten and Nefertiti. 

Giza, ancient egypt
1 3 5 0  b c eThis beautiful head is thought to 

have been carved by thutmose, 
the court sculptor of the Ancient 

Egyptian Pharaoh, Akhenaten. 

Little is known for sure about Nefertiti’s life. 
Some say she took over as Pharaoh after her 

husband and that one of her six daughters 
eventually became the Wife of  

Pharaoh tutankhamun. 

In this relief sculpture, you can see Akhenaten and 
Nefertiti in a tender scene, holding their young daughters. 
The three girls all touch their parents as they sit beneath 

the rays and protection of Aten, the Sun God. 

Nefertiti’s long neck, high cheekbones, 
elegant eyebrows and hint of  

a mysterious smile, have made her  
one of the most admired faces in art. 

This work was carved from limestone and 
covered with a layer of plaster so that the artist 

could achieve more detail and a softer final effect. 
The natural colours add character and suggest 

movement making the sculpture still fascinating today. 

Surprisingly, she only has Black  
Quartz in one eye. Some think  

this means the head was actually  
a model rather than a finished  

work for display. 

Since 1925, Egypt has 
Asked for the nefertiti 
bust to be returned. The  

bust of Nefertiti is one of many works  
from the African continent (in particular)  

that were taken and brought to Europe  
during the colonial era.

the nefertiti bust was found by a German archaeologist on 
the floor of a storeroom in 1912. It was taken to Berlin, with 

the permission of the Egyptian authorities. Today, thousands of 
people travel to see it each year in the Neues museum. 

GIZA, ANCIENT EGYPT  1350 bce

Nefertiti Bust, 1350 BCE

Akhenaten and Nefertiti 
with their Children, 1340 BCE

Key artist: thutmose
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ATHENS, GREECE  450 BCE

The artists and architects who built the temples and statues of Athens set in 
motion ideas of beauty and harmony that we still admire today. Having defeated the 
Persians, the citizens, led by their ruler Pericles, wanted to celebrate their success 

and give thanks to their special goddess, Athena. The earlier temple on the high 
rocky site had been burned down by their enemies, so rebuilding a bigger and better 
one was very important. The first important victory of the Greek forces against the 
Persians was the Battle of Marathon which gave its name to the famous long-distance 

running race. The biggest building, the Parthenon, is one of the most famous ever. 

Key sculptor: Phidias

Athens, Greece
4 5 0  b c e Built of around 20,000 tonnes of 

pentelic marble, the Parthenon must have 
sparkled under the brilliant blue skies. It 

was visible from many kilometres away and 
showed off the strength of athens as a 

warning to anyone wanting to invade. 

The Parthenon housed a gold and 
ivory statue of Athena. It was more 

than 12 metres tall! The people 
of Athens admired her from the 

outside, from the hill of  
the Acropolis. 

The Parthenon cost 469 silver 
talents. One talent was the fee 

to build one trireme: the most 
advanced warship of the era – 
so the building came at a price 

of more than an entire fleet  
of ships.

Athens was famous for its democracy 
and every citizen had a voice and 

vote in how the city was ruled. The 
sculptor Phidias and his team carved 

more than 300 of his people in a 
long procession on the walls of the 
temple. He also carved pictures of 
the legendary battles between the 
Ancient Greeks and the Centaurs. 

Each column of the temple is slightly 
fatter in the middle than at the top 

and bottom, so that it looks perfectly 
straight from far away. We still 
don’t know how they managed to 

work this out!

Outside the 
temple, there was 

another figure 
of Athena made 

from bronze. This 
9-metre statue 

stood on the site 
for 1,000 years until 
it was taken away 
to Constantinople 

by the Romans. We 
are not sure what 

she held in her hand. 
What do you think 

would make a good 
symbol of power? 

The sculptures of athens were made by Phidias 
– the most famous of all Greek sculptors and today 

there is an asteroid named after him. 

Varvarkeion 
Athena, 2nd 
century ce

The bronze Athena might 
remind you a bit of the 
statue of liberty in 

New York, but this figure 
was made more than 

2,500 years earlier! 

Athough the Athena statue 
from inside the Parthenon no 
longer exists, the Varvakeion 

is a roman copy of it.

The PArthenon, 442 BCE



58 59

Journeys have always been important: to make something special,  
artists need to be open-minded, determined and sensitive. In our modern, 

global world, challenges and ideas are not limited to one place or one moment, 
but affect all of us at the same time. Chinese artist Ai Weiwei is shocked and 
saddened by the suffering of so many people in our world. He is determined to 

use his art to drive forward change for the better. 

Key Artist: Ai Weiwei

Prague,
Czech Republic

2 0 1 8

PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC  2018

Ai Weiwei made this huge sculpture called Law of the Journey 
in 2018. When he showed it in Prague in the Czech Republic, it 
made people think carefully about human dignity and human 
rights. The anonymous figures symbolise the millions of  
refugees who have escaped dangerous  
places by a risky sea journey.

Every part of this sculpture was made from black 
rubber in a factory in china. The factory also 

manufactures the actual rubber boats that many 
refugees use to escape. In this way, Ai makes 

both the materials and the making of his art 
an important part of the message.

The building that this work is in 
is important too. It was once used 
to celebrate international trade 
in 1928. But during the Second 

World War, thousands of Czech 
Jews were held here before they 

were deported on a different 
unwanted journey, to the nearby 
concentration camp at Terezin.

Today there are more 
than 11 million refugees 
in our world. Refugees are 
people who have had to flee their 
home country because it is no longer 
safe. Ai Weiwei himself experienced 
this as a child when his poet father was 
sent away, and then again as an adult when 
the Chinese authorities did not like his work. 

Tragically, more than 10,000 
people have lost their lives on 
these dangerous journeys.  

Ai helps us to remember them. Because the figures have no nam
es or 

faces, 
they represent all pe

ople, young 

or old, women or men, who have 

experienced war and being displaced. 

Ai’s 70-metre boat sculpture carries more than 300 
figures a bit like a modern Noah’s Ark (a story from the 
bible and the Qur’an). The boat hangs overhead, making 
the viewers in the room feel that  
this problem is enormous and  
overshadows us all. 

Your actions have a big impact on 
others. If you welcome newcomers 
to your village or school you could 

change their world for ever…

Ai Weiwei’s artwork is powerful because it 
reminds us that our world is interconnected, 
and we are all in it together. Everyone deserves safe haven and safe travels. 

The title The Law of the Journey is a reference to the writing 
of Franz Kafka. He too explored the importance of journeys 

and the connections we all make between start and end points 
as well as the unexpected detours that often happen. 

The Law of the Journey, 2018
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