PROLOGUE

Sometimes I look around the cafeferia at lunch and wonder why
everything is set up the way it is. Why the jocks sif near the front.
Aind the Science Club kids sit in back. And the manga kids sit near
the ice cream freezer. Why the volleyball team sits near the win-
dows and the orchestra kids sit near the trdy conveyor belt. Which,

by the way, is kinda unfortundte.
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I guess I'm lucky I'm info sports. Otherwise 1 migH end up

here:

1t's not that my friends aren’t smart, foo. Okay, maybe not

smart-smart. But there are times I think . ..

Maybe it shouldn7
be this way.

1 doubt anyone else in my group thinks about this stuff. They
probably don't see the point of being friencls with anyone else.
Not sure if that's 3004 or bad.
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Al T know is, more and more, I kinda like getting fo know

Jifferent kinds of people.

ack and manga club kids

Pty

... we weren't so divided.
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[TLER

T'm sure lofs of kids are sad when winter break is over. Like the
ones who gef picked on df school. Or the kids who o away with
their families to Florida and have fo come back to the cold and
snow. £ven the ones who stdy home during break and do regular
stuff (playing video games, watching movies) probably hdte it

when they return to school.

WELCOME
BACKY
The fun's

over.

Me? T'm the opposite. T love doing back. T know that sounds

weird, but if you lived in my house, you'J understand. It’s not

exdctly an dmusement park.
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Things haven't been the same since Zach—that’s my big
brother—went fo high school. Now he dlways does out with
friends or fo practice or work. When he is home, he stays in his
room and plays bass quitar or talks fo his girlfriend. Zach stopped
playing Fortnite with me a while ado.

And dll my mom wants fo do—when she’s home—is play

Scrabble.
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But T understand Zach. If1 had d driver’s license and my own
car (bought with money from a tae kwon do assistant’s job), 1'd be
gone, foo. But that’s not kdppeninﬁ for:

1 did try to make the most of being home. T F\dyeJ video gdmes
and pickup basketball af the ¥ with Anthony Randdll and Joe
Lungo the first week. Buf a lquje blizzard kept us home the rest of

break. A\l T did was practice my frumpet and draw.

1 did get special permission (think: beﬂjinﬂ), fo o to Antho-
ny’s house for Christmas Eve. 4te’s my best friend (don't tell
Joel).
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cest of b—” team:

(honora ble mention 5)

Anthony and T have known each other since preschool. T've
only known Joe since last year when we came to Lakefront
Middle from different elementary schools. We were put on the
same feam in sixth grade (our school is so big, they divide the

classes info “teams”), and that’s when we became frienc‘s.

C+ba=

/il ¥
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Anyway;, back to Christmas Eve, which was awesome. Anthony’s
parents made this whole spread, and nothing was from a frozen bag.
Anthony has two little two sisters who talked nonstop and fought over
the butter volls. #tis huge shaqdy dod, Phineas, was under the fable the
whole fime, faking turns licking crumbs and my bid foe.

g L |
Cr“mbs’and sock-covered Toe:
+ied for deliciousness

tis dad asked me lofs of guestions, which totally mor’ﬁfied
Anthony but didn't bother me. My dad usually asks me the same
two ﬂq'mgs on the Fl«one when we talk:

How's school?

ZN\ ! How's
W ¥ [ ( basketball?

Maybe he'd ask more, but he's always in’(errup’fed by Michelle.*

*more on her \ater
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As you've probably duessed, my parents are divorced. Which is
no big dedl, T know. So are every other kid's. Buf my mom works
a lot, and even though she’s @ good parent and involved and all
that, she's pretty fired out by the end of the dey:

—|_\

And since she had fo work most of bredk and only wanted a
few low-key Scrabble nights, tht just added to the boredom.

rickets pleweed
Crpin T lowing
) : z

Sad Bog ok Cliches,
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L just gof back fo school. Guessing T'll be the only one l\dp\oy

And pumped for my favorite classes, like PE and Ms. Laurie’s
art class. T started taking art this year, and T'm hooked. After our
winter Zentangle project, T went home and made, like, five more
Zentangle” drawings.

"a form of meditative cloocl\in3 using structured patterns

10
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T'm at my locker before homeroom. Anthony, in full winter

gear, walks over. That’s what T love dbout the guy—he never cares

what anyone thinks.
U')\
W Riap>
£0% aeegzﬂ"
)‘)(2“5 ke
¢

(P"Obaloly keeps a bunch
of quilts in locker)

M
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Technically, we can pldy dpart and talk on our plqones, but it's
wdy more fun in person. I love F\dy'mj at his house, mdinly ‘cause

of my ddming partner:

Anthony unloads about forly pounds of outerwear in his
locker while T dump my slushy coat and hat in mine and grab my
binder.

12
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Nah, but now
1 wanna add some,

| o~
butt )
clouds?”

*( my art PFOJ €’C+)_'

g

Anthony and T make our wdy Tkrouﬁk Tke\jung\e—aka mdin
kd\\—fryinj to clodge d couple of scdry—\ookin3 egkfk grdJers
(Fourteen-year-olds with beards just isn't right).

Her foce looked like
F\amin' Hot Cheetos,

\s she still crushing
on you?

I dunno,
Wwe're Jus‘f‘
friends.
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Before winter break, Emmie Dougldss wrote me d really mushy
love \efter that T wasn't supposed to see. Joe found it and showed
it to me (and half the school). T guess he thought it was funny, but
it was totally uncool of him to do that.

gven though she sdid she wrote it as a joke, T felt veally bad
that she was embarrassed. So 1 started falking fo her. And didn't
mention the note agdin. Now we're kinda friends and hang out

in art.

14
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that Mr. Danker
\nod US do over
break?”

well, I tried the one with
biofilm, an’ all this green
muck grew ina cup.

1 kept it in the fridge,
and guess what? My uncle
came over and drank it/
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's on some
ice cleanse

We dll crack up. L pre’(enJ to vomit, and that’s the exact moment

Celia walks by with her girl posse.

Now it's my turn fo go Flamin’ Cheetos. Celia is the gueen bee
of our cldss. We dated for two weeks in the beginning of seventh

3rdc‘e. Two of he longest weeks of my life.

16
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helped wash
heerPVOHQ)(ba”

forced me o

Yexts in emojis only

After that, gave up on cld’ﬁnj in middle school. Which, by the
way, is just If\o\Jing hands in the l’\d“Wdy and surrenclering kd\f

your frenclq fries.
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The three of us head to our homerooms—Anthony and 1 in

one direction, Joe in ancther.

We walk in and see some duys from basketball. The season
started last month, but we didn't have games or practice over
break. We're so ready fo get back fo it, and we talk about our
upcoming big game with Valley Botfom Middle. we've gotta beat
them so we can do fo the playoffs.

Mr. TFdzekds blows fcozen, numb fongue

in, recl—fdceJ from the
cold, and takes roll.
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L sneak-fext Joe d meme of an evil-looking ck\\omunk n d

popcorn bowl and \dbel it:

Joe sends me:

T've missed these stupid sneaky school texts. T put my phone
awdy and breathe in that familiar combo of fextbooks, floor
cleaner, and body spray.

Hey. No getting sick
before ‘Hne big
game. We nee

you :
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I'm not worried dbout gefting sick, and T'm excited about get-
fing back into practice and stuff. But for some redson, gthan’s
words dive me d funny fee\inj.

The bell ringds.

It's not even
g Liest period,
and E"fhan
is already
tting on
Pu—Hne.fJ
Pressure?

He's worse
than Coach
Durdle. A

eah, he's intense,
But I getit I

wanna crush ‘em,
“oo.

Le.}‘s start by beahng
Ethan at practice.
Maybe that Il shut

20
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We laugh and walk info science. Yedh, it feels 3ood to be back.

ing (acesS
P & E\?ubber

vand

2
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Emmie

(WE TALKED. TYLER AND I
TALKED/

22
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MEANING AFTER TWO WEEKS
OF WINTER BREAK AND NO
ART CLASSES..

we're
still
-Frienc:‘s.

<

<

'3 i--ﬂ:‘.
Sy

lb
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What, did he
say hi or
something @

Yes. And we
talked. AboutT
butt clouds.

Anyway, T'm
so excited o

Wow. You must
be happy if
you're excited fo

be back here.

Where's Sarah?

Doesnt she
come by your

locker, oo, now?

I NOTICE A
L\TTLE SARCASM.
“TONE” AS MY

DAD CALLS IT.
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She's sick. I feel bad, especially |
‘cause were getting a new
art assignment,

well, thats JuST
more +ime with

Tyler...

al/l/ooone.

25
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WE WALK TO HOMEROOM ,
WHERE I DAYDREAM SOme
MORE ABoUT TYLER.

/

HE AND I HAVE BECOME
SORT-OF FRIENDS.

|I'T STARTED LAST MONTH

WHEN BRI AND I WERE

GOOFING OFF AT LUNCH.

Let's write love notes 4o
our crushes. The cornier
the better/
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MY NOTE GOT LOST AND:

E25

IT LANDED

IN THE
WORST

HANDS EVER.

LONG STORY SHORT, JoeE
HUMILIATED ME.

like flames of love.”

27
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BUT 1 ToLD HIM OFF,
T STiLL CAN'T BeLleve T
DID THAT/

T am woman, ¢
hear me roar/

. Or at least L2 SN2
shut up an ¢
obNoxXious

1 ToLD HIm OFF,
“TOO!

28
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WE STARTED TALKING ABOUT
ART AND NEVER ONcCE BROUGHT
UP THE NOTE.

MAYBE HE
DIDN'T WANT To | €
EMBARRASS ME... |~
A

... OR MAYRBE HE WAS
EMBARRASSED, TOO.

EITHER WAY, IT BROKE THE [CE.

AND AT THE SAME TimE...

T know. You're
in my VliS‘f'ol’y
class.

T MADE ANOTHER FRIEND/

29
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T'm STARTLED
WHEN THE
BELL RINGS.

=

T don't have that
nervous, squeez
stomach when T
walk alone. B
P +
8'}0”’]“:}1 SC%

30
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TrulyTyl

|l‘|’ FEELS SO GOOD.I

1 want 1o feel like
this all the time.

-

And why shouldnt
17 I have more
friends now.
1 stood up tor
mysehc.
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MOVE’ \Iegan breakfas{—
N . burr'-i’o o )

Well,
p some "Hningsl

- . dh)/Wd)/.
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