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HOW MANY DIFFERENT BUGS  
ARE THERE IN YOUR HOUSE?

Or more to the point, 
as we were discussing at last month’s Bug Club Meeting
in the downstairs loo, 
how many humans are there in our house?

Nigel, one of the woodworms 
who’s been busy munching his way through the desk 
in the first-floor back bedroom,
claims he’s spotted three of the things,

whereas Chloe, the carpet beetle 
who lives under the sofa in the sitting room,
reckons there’s at least seven.
Craig, the fruit fly, disputes that; he says there are four,

but then again, he’s only been here for a few days,
and seems to spend most of his time
flitting around that bunch of mouldy bananas
in the fruit bowl on the counter.

Daphne the flea, on the other antenna,
calculates there may be as many as twenty of them;
she’s been hanging out with the cat for the last few weeks
and has been all over the house,

but Boris the bedbug thinks we shouldn’t count humans 
who don’t live here permanently,
like that man who came to fix the dishwasher
and squashed poor Leonard.

Marjorie, the clothes moth, says it’s not so much 
about how many humans there are
but what we should do about them; she’s scared 
to leave her favourite cardigan these days.

So, that’s the topic for next month’s Bug Club.
We’re expecting more than a hundred different species to show up. 
Frankly, I’ve no idea how we’re going to get rid of those humans –
some of those walkie-talkies are huge!

The answer, of course, is . . . it depends; particularly according to which part of the world you happen  
to live in. One US study found that the average household had about 100 different species of bugs, while 

some households had up to 200. Personally, I rather like the thought of cohabiting with all those little guys, 
although I do wish they would help out around the house a bit more; my bedroom won’t tidy itself, you know.
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WHEN DID TYRANNOSAURUS LIVE?

What’s that? You think the Jurassic?
Nah, mate, that’s a classic
mistake, that is, because of the movie.

No, scientists have proved he
was actually from the Cretaceous.

But when exactly? Goodness gracious!
Well, if you really want to know,
between seventy and sixty-six million years ago,

although I feel I should level with you:
that might be out by an hour or two.

Yes, Tyrannosaurus lived in the Cretaceous period, although it often gets mistaken for 
belonging to the Jurassic period, thanks to the appearance of Rexy in the film Jurassic Park.  

With its 1.2 metre-long jaws and 30 centimetre-long teeth, Tyrannosaurus was the top 
predator in town. It’s estimated that about 20,000 of them roamed Earth at any one time, 

and they lived in what is now western USA. There was a lot going on in the Cretaceous: there 
were more dinosaurs than ever before, insects and flowering plants were everywhere, new 

types of mammals came on the scene, and the first birds appeared.

Tornadoes start from violent thunderstorms, known as ‘supercells’. Inside these 
supercells, a whirling funnel of air is created with high-level winds pushing it from behind 
and surface winds from in front. The vortex (a funnel of air) lifts upright and pulls away 

from the supercell to become a tornado that can leave behind a trail of devastation. 
Tornadoes happen all over the world, but the USA has the most: more than 1,000  
a year. The wildest ones have wind speeds of more than 480 kilometres per hour. 

WHAT CAUSES A TORNADO?

I hope that gives you the basic gist. 
They tend to get you in a twist 
and so one more thing before we’re done . . .
should you see one, you’d better run.

So th
en, where best should I begin

to tell you how TORNADOES  sp
in?

One starts, I guess, with a thunderst
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CAN FIRE CAST A SHADOW?

Or rather, how Fire lost its shadow . . .

Once upon a very long time ago, Fire and Shadow were inseparable,
the very best of friends.

Whenever Fire would awaken from her bed of sticks and twigs,
her red and orange flames flickering into life to dance merrily in the air, 
Shadow would copy her movements shyly in the darkness.

‘How magically you dance!’ Fire would say as she whirled with her friend 
to the crackle and hiss. ‘That is because I have such a wonderful teacher,’
Shadow would blush in reply, as light and dark locked in warm embrace.

But one day, when Fire was blazing more intensely than usual, she looked 
at her friend to see her only half there. ‘Shadow!’ Fire exclaimed in alarm, 
‘Whatever has become of you? You are disappearing before my eyes!’

And Shadow replied, ‘It is your flames, my faithful, fiery friend.
They are too hot for me. I am slowly melting in their heat.’

At this, Fire began to cry but her tears were not enough to stop the flames 
from growing even larger, and she watched on helplessly as poor Shadow 
shrank, then disappeared from sight.

Overcome with grief and anger, Fire rampaged across the countryside
for seven days and seven nights, until her rage wore itself out 
and she could burn no more.

And from that day forward, whenever Fire is stirred from her slumbers,
she no longer dances the merry dance of old, but her flames sway sadly 
in the air around her, or flicker with anger at the loss of her friend.

And that is the story of how Fire lost its Shadow . . .

except for the other story that is, the one put about by scientists, which says 
that Fire never had Shadow in the first place – because Shadow is formed only when 
light is blocked. And Fire, being a source of light itself, cannot do this.

But, you know, whatever.

The scientists are right: fire cannot typically cast a shadow. 
Shadows are formed when an object blocks light; the flames of 
a fire, though, are not solid enough to do that and light is able 

to pass through. So we must thank science for shedding light on 
the matter, although that shouldn’t stop us from loving some of 

the old stories either, whether or not they happen to be true.
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CAN POO HEAT YOUR HOME?

Ten Campaign Headlines Commissioned by the Poo Marketing Board

1.	 Help to put the planet straight – 
To heat your home, just defecate! 

2.	 It’s the energy source you can renew. 
There’s nothing like a number two! 

3.	 It’s reusable. It’s excellent. 
Power your house with excrement. 

4.	 Want the fossil fuels to stop? 
The answer’s in you. The answer’s plop. 

5.	 To save the Earth we must make haste – 
Don’t let your waste go to waste. 

6.	 ‘Because we’re worth it’ is our refrain. 
It’s methane-rich. It’s worth the strain. 

7.	 Want to light a room? Or heat your soup? 
All you need’s a little poop. 

8.	 It’s a beautiful world. Let’s not spoil it. 
Harness the power of the toilet. 

9.	 It’s the wonder that never ceases – 
Fabulous, fertile, fuel-filled faeces! 

10.	Make the change. Don’t be dumb. 
Use what comes out yer bum. 

Poo absolutely can be used for heating and scientists are working on ever better ways to process  
and use it. A renewable, methane-rich source of energy called ‘biogas’ can be produced from poo.  

This can be used as a natural gas, to supply homes and businesses with heat and energy for cooking;  
to power engines and machines; and to run vehicles as an alternative to petrol and diesel.  
So come on, everyone, shout it loud and shout it proud . . . POWER TO THE POO-PLE!

HOW MANY STARS IN THE UNIVERSE  
EXPLODED TODAY?

Dear Sun, 

We thought we would write you this ode
to ask if you’d kindly please not explode,
because eight thousand stars blew up today –
we’re glad you weren’t one. 

Please keep it that way.

With thanks and best wishes,
(whatever that’s worth),

Your good friends and neighbours,
The People on Earth

A star is a large ball of gas that produces its own light and heat.  
The nearest star to us is the Sun. It’s been calculated that every day about 8,640 

stars across the Universe reach the end of their lives and explode, but this is only an 
estimate. The brightest and largest of the explosions are known as supernovas and these 

create more heat when they explode than our Sun will in its lifetime. In our galaxy, the 
Milky Way – and other galaxies of the same size – supernovas occur every 50 years or so. 

Supernovas are a good thing, though: their explosions spread star material  
across the galaxy, out of which our own planet was created.
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WHO HAD THE FIRST HOLIDAY?

Stressed from another busy week of repelling barbarians?
Can’t face one more Senate debate about aqueduct building? 
Unsure what to do with your remaining 130 feast days?
Then why not get away from it all . . . with a Pax Romana Holiday.

At Pax Romana Holidays, we have the break that’s perfect for you.
Culture buffs can take in the sights on our Seven Wonders 
of the Ancient World tour: see them now while they’re still around!
If sport’s more your thing, then why not head over to Greece

for our Olympic Games Holiday Special – it’s just a hop,
skip and a jump away! Or, if you fancy something closer to home, 
then choose from our range of stunning, luxury villas
in the fashionable resort of Baiae, with its incredible thermal baths.

And remember, subscribe to our Aurum Membership Package
and a small legion of Pax Romana reps will be with you every step of your journey – 
to ensure you get to the holiday destination of your dreams
without being brutally murdered on the way.*

* Please note that this does not apply to our Visit Scotland holiday offer.

We can’t know precisely who had the first ‘holiday’, but what we do know is that the 
ancient Romans were among the first to take the whole business of going on holiday 

seriously. Not only did they take off a lot of days in celebration of their gods, or for 
festival days and emperors’ birthdays, they were perhaps the first civilisation to travel 

for pleasure. In fact, a wealthy Roman family might do so for up to two years; let’s hope 
they remembered to get someone to feed the cat while they were away.


