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Late one hight, a black cat with bright yellow

eyes decided t0 go for a walk. At around the same M
time, Percy Shaw was driving his old car along the ~—
winding country roads. He was tired aftera long day's work
and wanted to get home. Suddenly, a thick fog engulfed his
clunky vehicle, forcing Percy to reduce his speed as he strained
to make out the edges of the country lane.

Just then, as if from nowhere, a pair of eyes shone out in the darkness, bright
and clear, and Percy realized he was headed for a ditch! Percy swerved and
avoided the ditch with centimetres to spare! The cat blinked and slunk away
into the hedgerow.

s

A thought began to form in Percy’s mind... i | * \
what makes d cat's eyes . \
shine sO brightly in the q"
dark? An ided peganto -
pubble up and he asked

himself, ‘what if...?'




Percy later discovered that the effect was called
‘eyeshing’, which happens in animals and humans
when light is shone directly into their eyes.

\

In 1935, Shaw began production of his ‘cat’s eyes’ invention. He created a small stud
that sat in the centre of the road; the stud was made of glass, with a black back, and
a tiny mirror inside. These studs allowed drivers to stay on course in the dark or when
visibility was poor. Percy’s invention was described in the UK parliament as the most
brilliant road safety innovation ever produced.

Today, cat’s eyes are used throughout the world on motorways and main roads.

They have been modified and improved on, and how the mechanism includes d rubber
wiper which cleans the lens as cars drive over them and push ther_gj.bel‘_ow the surface
of the road. The cat that went for a walk on that foggy night has ﬁél_ﬁed Percy Shaw
to save countless lives worldwide. '




