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Precious Yet Preecarious e

Wetlands
We share our planct with countless creatures. But human activity is eroding wild spaces at breakneck Swampn, marhes and bog are rich habitats
pace, and across the world, wikdiée is suffering from the effects of pollution and climate change. where mamy arimals Ive yeas-round, whie W
In just a few decades. humans have cut down enough trees to cover the whole of the USA. As the ST cthers ke migrascey Sirdi) wisit to bread or
oceans have grown warmer, half of all coral reefs have disappeared : 4 ralse their yourg,
C / Tundra
But nature can recover. - AL Treeiess bresing tandta spends pact of the year covered
J/m I ke 3nd tnow. Grazing animals remmage under 1now 10
Seienti ioni d kee find food. Others charge thewr coats to becter carouflage
ientists, conservatiosists and zookeepers ST themaelves, from white s winter to Brown in summer.
at Z5L (Zoological Society of London) ; =
are working with ceganisations arcund _ S L J/\ Swearnaba, prairies and cther grasslands
the globe to build a world where wildlife & s.‘ B a8 ““W*‘:"dwm , _/WC
thrives. This book s filled with some i RIS 0 well i P Covtnres | ) o

a3 5ons or wolves) that hant them

of those imspiring stocies. reminding us
that by protecting our plaret’s diverse
habitats, both humans and animals

can thrive together.
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Tigers of the Terai Are

Ar the base of the snow-capped mountains of the Himalayas in

ndia and Nepal bes a mosaic of lush forests, prassy plains and

swampy wetlands. This long ribbon of and. known as the Tera
Arc, is home 1o many rare animals ‘.'_I.;dmg the Benga tiger
-

Thanks to conservation efforts, there are now
protected areas, such as naticnal parks and
widiife sanctuaries, that peovide important
habitats and refuges for tigers across the
Teral Arc. Governmerss and local communities
manage forest and grassland ‘corridors’ that
connect these areas, allowing tigers to roam
freely between them to find mates

Tigers often avoid humans, preferring to dwell and hunt deep in the forest. They need
huge territories 1o find encugh food. but over the last one hundred years, deforestation
ard urbanisation have shrunk their habitat. Squashed nto ever smaller spaces,
with limited room to roam and hunt, they often venture into villages and prey
on farm animals, leading to conflict with humans ~ sometimes with tragic
results for both. As human activity hmits their ability to move between
forests across the long stretch of the Terai Are, there is a fear that
their dwinding populations will continue to shrink

Tiger populations

411% arqund the world
L have falien, but here

/ in Nepal they have tripied in
recent years, proving that

their recovery can happenl
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Angels of the Deep .

e The coastal waters around the Canary Islands

3 tal waters around the coasts of the - n : - 2 o~ are a haven for angef sharks, and one of the
o, flag-bodied shark carmouflages . . ». few places they can still be cegularly spotted
:{-&. L o i E ’ 3 g 1 3 ' M_ = including sciertists rescarching

Asgel sharks grow slowly and only give birth 10 4 few pups * 8
every other year. If their numbers drop, it takes a whvle
for them to recover, Sadly, they're under threat due to
damaging fishing practices, such as bottom-trawling
and all three species in the eastern Atlantic and

Mediterrancan Sea are Criticaly Endangered

Sclentists snorkel or dive to cbserve the sharks up close
and collect mformation. They attach coloured tags to track
individeal sharks, or tags that pive off scund waves so
usderwater microphones can follow them a3 they seander
around the shores or rest in sandy shallows. This carefully
gathered evidence can be wsed to support changes in laws
and policies to protect the sharks and their habitats in

the Canary Islands and beyond
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For forty years, as part of a conservation breeding programme. 2 small
group of rescued sihek were cared for by dedicated conservationists in
American 100s and a facility in Guam. But for the population to truly
grow, the birds needed to return o the wild ~ and 50 the Sihek Recovery
Partnership was boen. In 2024 the sibek were released o
the Pacdic Ocean with no predatory snakes, and lush

f Guam. where they quickly adapted, s ing from hlgh branches

and geckos, and bullding nest their eggs. Unti

an be sure Guam can be safe onger term for the sihek

ttle birds finally have somewhere they can thrive

The hot, dense forests on the idand of Guam is Micronesia’s
western Pacific were once alive with the songs of thousands of
birds, including the trill of the amber-feathered sihek (SEE-heck)
But when brown tree snakes were accidentally introduced to the
island in the 19405, native birds, bats and lizards became easy prey
Without enough birds to spread the seeds of its trees, the forest
itself began to change. The beight flash of orange feathers vanished
from the trectops. and the sihek was declared Extinet in the Wild
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